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Abstract:

This study aims to analyze four newly discovered Ma‘in inscriptions within
the framework of examining the linguistic and historical aspects reflected in
these texts. Their significance lies in the fact that they are being published for
the first time, which grants them distinctive scientific value due to the
information they provide, contributing to a deeper understanding of various

aspects, whether religious or otherwise.

The first inscription documents that (¥m Weén bnt ¥1 ¥z) dedicated an
offering to the deity (NakrA), and for the first time it records the name of the
tribe (Nakaan). The second inscription is fragmentary, with only the final lines
preserved, consisting of a form of supplication and prayer, which includes a
mention of the Ma¥in king (Afam Y&¥). The third inscription’s overall
content remains unclear due to the loss of large portions of the text; however,
it contains, for the first time, the name of a tribe or family, (Azm). The fourth
inscription was executed in a manner different from the known patterns of
inscription writing. On this stone, two incomplete inscriptions of differing
content appear: the text on the right records a legal matter related to a sale and
purchase transaction in the cities of Ma¥in and Y¢él, while the text on the left

is a dedicatory inscription made by an individual named (£ wa ¥¢ét).

The study is divided into an introduction, followed by the transcription of
the inscriptions’ words into Arabic letters, then the general meaning of each
inscription in Arabic. This is followed by a linguistic and semantic analysis of
each inscription, with particular attention to certain terms and an explanation
of their meanings. The study concludes with the insights and findings derived

from analyzing and studying these inscriptions.

Keywords: Inscriptions, Ma¥in, Y¢él, Dedication, Kings of Ma¥in, Law.
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— Arbach, Mounir: REEXAMEN DE LA CHRONOLOGIE DES
ROIS DE MA‘IN D'aprés les nouvelles données. Université d’Aix
Marseille I,, thése de doctorat nouveau régime. Annexe, 1993,
- Rossi, Irene: Un'iscrizione legale minea relativa alla concessione di una
tomba. Egitto e Vicino Oriente, 32, 2009.

- Ricks, Stephen D:Lexicon of Inscriptional Qatabanian, Studia pohl,
14. Editrice Pontificio Istituto Biblico, Roma, 1989.
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